
THE FOUR COUNTY TOPS- SOLO COMPLETION. 
 

(The Fairholmes Variation!) 
 

Colin Lago 
 

 
Invitation to sponsorship 
 
St. Lukes Hospice has recently cared for a dear friend of mine and whilst out on the 
following adventure, I thought that I would seek (retrospective) sponsorship to raise 
money for this excellent centre of care. So, whilst appreciating that this approach is 
highly unconventional, i.e. that people seek sponsorship for challenges they are going 
to be taking, not ones they have taken! And that this is not, in any way, an organised 
event- again unusual!) Any contributions would be gratefully accepted. All money 
collected will go directly to St Luke’s Hospice in Sheffield.   
Thank you. 
 
Introduction. 
 
This route was first suggested in an article by Tony Wimbush in  ‘The Fellrunner’, 
(Feb. 2006) and was originally conceived as starting and finishing at Hayfield. 
 
The route represents ‘ a continuous circuit of over 40 miles linking the four county 
tops of Derbyshire, (Kinder Scout, 636m) South Yorkshire, (High Stones, 548 m) 
West Yorkshire, (Black Hill, 583 m) and Greater Manchester, (Black Chew Head, 542 
m.)’ 
 
The only other criteria that Wimbush suggested was to cross the A57 Sheffield –
Manchester road in two particular places, (on the outward and return journeys) :one 
over the Snake summit and the other crossing near the Snake Inn. 
 
My own account! 
 
Having been considering this route for a little while now- ever since two friends in the 
running club managed a winter traverse, I decided to have a go on May 9th, but for 
convenience and transport purposes chose to start and finish at Fairholmes car park on 
Lady Bower reservoir. 
 
With daylight just dawning and a chill in the air, I left the car at 5am. I was soon 
cursing the weight of my rucksack, but realised that it was likely that much of the 
storehouse of energy-giving gels, ‘sarnies’, chocolate bars, and litres of drink was 
likely to be consumed during the day’s journey. And traversing the route solo, I 
thought it wise to carry sufficient warm gear in case of any unforeseen mishaps! 
 
I didn’t see another soul on the fells until I arrived at Black Hill after I had been going 
5 hours and 20 minutes! The ascent to the first of the tops unfolded reasonably, 
interspersed with loo stops (getting the system going!) and putting on and taking off 



the pertex top to get the temperature right! A slight mist enfolded High Stones as I 
arrived there, underlining a sense of splendid isolation. (One hour and fifteen minutes)  
The breeze was also decidedly fresh! 
 
I then followed the high level route of the Derwent Watershed, taking me via Margery 
Hill, Outer Edge, Howden Edge, Shepherds Meeting Stone and descended into the 
Woodhead Pass via Far Black Clough. The traffic on the Woodhead Pass was 
horrendous, after having been in silence for several hours! 
 
A less than pure fell running line was then taken up the A6024 (!) (Well, I am a 
veteran and 40 miles is still a long way!) I branched west across the moors at Holme 
Moss mast to Black Hill. A short break there  of ten minutes and a ham and beetroot 
sandwich revived the spirit, as did meeting up with a fell runner who tops this 
particular hill three times a week in his training schedule. 
 
The traverse to the third top, Back Chew Head, was uneventful, and involved 
encountering two couples and a solo female walker with an enthusiastic and friendly 
dog! I reached this third top at 11. 15.am. 
 
Next came the section that I hadn’t really been looking forward to! The long traverse 
across Bleaklow followed by crossing the road at Snake summit and finally, via Mill 
Hill and Kinder Gates,  to reach the fourth top, on Kinder Scout. Climbing up Torside 
from the Woodhead reservoir was not as painful as I had expected it to be- probably 
because I wasn’t under the pressure of attempting to race up it- as in the Marsden- 
Edale fell race! This climb probably set the pace for the rest of the journey! Slow! 
 
Over Bleaklow, I met up with two walkers bravely setting out on the Pennine Way 
with large rucksacks and oundles of optimism. I hope the rain that came down later in 
the day didn’t dampen their ardour! 
 
Finally, I reached Kinder Low at 4pm, having discovered, whilst putting on a heavier 
anorak with the approaching rain, that mobile telephone reception was possible at 
Kinder Downfall. This facilitated a phone call home to reassure that all was well! 
 
My pace had somewhat slowed by now and the long hike back to Fairholmes via 
Edale was not feeling too attractive. Opting again for the low level (ageing veteran’s) 
route- that promised a beer stop in Edale, I finally hauled back into Fairholmes via 
Hope Cross and Hagg Farm at 7.35pm. 
 
A hot bath and a good meal were greedily consumed once I got home, having 
completed the circuit in 14 hours, 35 minutes. 
 
If you would like sponsor this run in the Derbyshire hills, despite its retrospective 
nature, then please contact me at: 
email@colinlago.co.uk 
 
All contributions made to St. Luke’s Hospice in Sheffield. 
 
Many thanks. 
Colin (Lago) 



THE FOUR COUNTY TOPS-MY SCHEDULE 
 

(Fairholmes variation!) 
May 9th, 2007. 

 
 
Start: Fairholmes car park, Ladybower. 05.00 
High Stones (First Top.) 06.15 
Margery Hill 06.35 
Outer Edge 06.55 
Howden Stones 07.19 
Shepherds Meeting Stone 07.40 
Woodhead Pass (arrival) 08.30 
Woodhead Pass (departure from junc. of A6024) 09.04 
Holme Moss mast 09.50 
Black Hill   (arrive) (Second Top) 10.20 
Black Hill (depart.) 10.30 
Black Chew Head (Third Top) 11.15 
Road Crossing Woodhead 12.05. 
Torside (Commence of climb) 12.40 
John Track Well 13.07 
Bleaklow Head 13.35 
Snake Pass (Road crossing) 14.13 
Mill Hill 14.54 
Kinder Gates 15.30 
Kinder Low (Fourth Top) 16.05 
Upper Booth 16.40 
Edale 17.15 
Hope Cross 18.40 
A57 Crossing-Hagg Farm 19.05 
Fairholmes 19.35. 
 
 
Completion time- 14 hours 35 mins. 
 
 
 
Colin Lago. 
 
 


